
 
 

Aim: To eradicate Child Poverty in Plymouth 

How: By collaborating and bringing together private, public, charitable and educational sectors to 

facilitate effective, long lasting projects that really make a difference to improve a young person’s 

future. 

PCiP is focussing on three main areas: 

Aspiration, Inspiration & Education 

Evidence suggests that aspirations amongst young people is high, but that ‘place’ can cause 

aspirations to vary significantly. Identifying and working in a focussed manner with families and 

communities where aspirations are weaker or more poorly defined is key.  

PCiP aims to assist with community-based approaches to raising aspirations, by bringing the 

community together. 

Aspiration on its own is not enough. Showing young people, their families and communities the 

range of possibilities open to them through the places they visit, experiences they have and people 

they meet, can help inspire. 

Inspiration helps create aspiration, but also show the paths to how aspiration can be achieved.  

Education flows through all that we want to do and has many different shapes and forms, from 

assisting children with reading, a vital skill that enables greater success in school, to exposing 

children to a greater range of occupations and promote a better understanding of jobs available in 

the community. 

Roadmap 

The issue of child poverty is complex and requires multiple interventions throughout a child’s life, as 

well as interactions with those around them, who are likely to have the most significant impact on 

their outcomes. 

By collaborating and bringing together multiple organisations, PCiP aims to encourage interaction 

with children in poverty and their community throughout their lives. 

Some of the current projects on our roadmap are: 

National Citizenship Service 

Designed specifically for 16- and 17-year olds, a voluntary personal and social development 

programme. It provides the opportunity to bring young people together, make new friends and gain 

new skills. 

As the NCS is government funded it only costs £50 per person, however, for some families that may 

be too much, or they may just not have heard of NCS and understand how it can benefit them. 

We are working with Plymouth City Council and local schools to identify children that would benefit 

from participating in the NCS programme and offering to fund their £50 placement.  

 

 



 
Dartmoor Zoo  

PCiP, through the generosity of donations from organisations such as St James Place has helped fund 

students who have either been excluded from local schools or are close to exclusion, to take part in 

specific projects at Dartmoor Zoo.  

The project aims to improve the attitude and behaviour of children, who have specific challenges. It 

brings children together in the Zoo environment one a week, providing them with a physical 

challenge whilst mentoring and coaching them, providing practical skills experience, confidence and 

most critically – life and social skills.  

Corporate Videos 

Working with TwoFour, PCiP have currently engaged with 5 local companies to film corporate videos 

that can be shown to secondary school children and help educate and inspire them about the type 

of businesses they could work for and the range of jobs available. 

Our aim is to develop more of these videos and to work with schools to develop programmes from 

year 9 to 11. 

Ways that you can help with this: 

- Volunteer to take part in a corporate video. A small amount of funds would be requested to 

assist with the making of the video and we also ask that organisations that take part agree to 

interact with students on a planned on-site visit.  

Farms for City Children 

This charity offers urban children an opportunity to live and work together for a week on a real farm.  

Anyone who has visited this site will know the real and long-lasting impact this activity can have on 

children. The experience is unique and offers an insight into a different segment of our economy as 

well as providing a fun and educational experience.  

Working with local education settings and PCC, PCiP can assist with bringing those groups who may 

benefit most from such an experience and funding their places. 

Widening Horizons 

The widening horizons programme has been running for 11 years. It is currently delivered to 7 

schools in the Stonehouse area, reaching out to approximately 230 children.  

Each Year 5 class student attends approximately 7 trips each year to inspiring workplaces.  

This is a highly successful programme which involves both children and their parents. Families are 

welcomed to the graduation process as well as other events and children get the opportunity to 

think about job, work and careers. 

PCiP’s aim is to help expand this project to the Devonport Area of the City. But we can’t do this for 

one year, our commitment has to be for a period of at least 3 years and beyond in order to be truly 

impactful. 

We are looking to raise at least £100,000 before this expansion can start (which will fund the initial 3 

years) as well as for organisations to volunteer to ‘host’ children on one of the 7 annual trips a year.  

 



 
 

Story Gifters 

“Every child deserves to own their own book. Not every child does” 

Story gifters wants to change this and we want to help them. 

We are currently piloting a scheme, where a volunteer reads to a set of children (via Zoom). The 

organisation that puts the ‘storyteller’ forward, will then also purchase either the book they read, or 

another book, for all of those that attended the session. 

We will work with Story Gifters and the schools to ensure the appropriate book is selected and 

provided to the children. 


